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THIS SUMMER'S GLIDING MEETS* 
By Edward p. warner. 

The reoent developments In the plan fox the coming summer are 
of much lntexeat. The partioulax oooasioa is the soaring program 
of the "premier congres Experimental d» Aviation sans Moteur," the 
gliding meet to be held in Fxanoe this summer. The program, an 
attractively prepared booklet of about 50 pages, opens with a 
mention of the results whioh have been achieved in soaring fiight 
in Germany and with a determined declaration that France , . cradle 
of aviation and mother country of that great pioneer in gliding 
experiments, Louis Mouillard, must not fail to keep abreast of the 
Teutonio in this as in all other phases of flying. 

Unfortunately for those who might plan to attend or to oom- 
pete in both the Fxenoh and German gliding meets, they are to be 
held at the same time. The third soaring competition in the 
Rhone valley will start from the heights of the wasserkuppe on 
August 9, and continue until August 34v while the Fxenoh pilots 
and those who accept their hospitality and oome to oontend with 
them will make their flights between August 6 and 20, among the 
peaks of Auvergne. it is regrettable from a scientific standpoint 
that the Fxenoh and German competitors cannot oome together in a 
single meet. The state of national feeling of course makes that 
Impossible, and the Fxenoh competition is open only to oitizens of 
oountries whioh were allied with France or neutral in the late war. 

* 

*Taken from •> christian go'lenoe Monitor. " 
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The district* selected for the French competition seems to be 
an. excellent one, its general geographical features being similar 
to those of the wasserkuppe country. The flights are regularly to 
start from the puy de combegrasse, the summit of which rises to 
about 3600 feet above sea level, pilots who have previously prov- 
ed their skill « however, will be permitted to start for some of 
their attempts from the puy de Dome* which attains a height of 
nearly 5000 feet. The whole country has that broken form which : 
is so desirable for soaring experiments, producing the irregular 
gust a and the ascending and descending currents of air from which 
the soaring machine must draw its propulsive force if it is to re- 
main long aloft. The distriot is almost treeless, and obstacles 
need not interfere with landing. 

The restrict iona on the competitors are very alight and are 
deaigned chiefly to insure aafety. Every glider entered must pass 
the inspection of a teohnioal oommittee from whose decision there 
is to be no appeal, and the pilot must also prove his own oompe- 
tenoe to the aatiafaction of the authorities before being allowed 
in the competitions. The method of launching of the machines is 
not prescribed, being left to the judgment of the entrants, it is 
probable that, as In Germany, most of the oompetitors will consid- 
er it best to project their gliders into the air as if from a 
Bling-shot, attaching a atout elastio oord to the machine and 
stretching the oord by having a number of men walk ahead with the - 
free end, and then releasing the glider. 
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All sorts of proposals for launching have been brought for- 
ward both in America and in Europe, one of the most sensational 
being that of an air servioe officer, who suggested (not altogeth** 
er seriously) that a glider should be attached to the rear of his 
airplane and towed through the air at a speed of 130 miles an hour 
to a height of 3000 or 4000 feet before cutting loose, one sus- 
pects that the glider pilot would experience all the sensations 
of a passenger on the tail of a' oomet. 

The prizes offered for flights from the puy de combegrasse 
total 100,000 franos ($9100) , and it should be possible for a num- 
ber of the entrants to olear considerably more than their expenses. 
Eight regular competitions are scheduled, from two to five prizes 
being given in each one and two special prizes are also .'offered. 
Among the awards to be made are those for the longest time in the 
air in a single flight, for the longest total time in the air in 
the two weeks' duration of the meeting, for the longest distance 
oovered in a single flight, for the greatest altitude, and for the 
most accurate landings » the pilot being required to bring his ma- 
ohine to rest as close as possible to a spot marked on the ground 
in advance of the flight, some one of the events, at least should 
appeal to any pilot's taste. 

The rules of the rrenoh competition make no attempt to re-., 
strict the type of apparatus used, except that no mechanical power 
may be fitted. The use of a propeller driven by the pilot* s own 
muscular exertions is permitted, and the "aviette," or flying bi- 
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cycle, will thus have a chance to show what it oan do in direot 
oonapetitioxi with the soaring machine deriving all its energy from 
the air. 

The advanoe announcement of the rules of the German soaring 
flight meeting is less elaborate and less detailed than the Frenoh 
prospectus. The competitions are not so varied, being limited to 
distance and duration, but there are some very interesting new 
features in the plan of organization, in particular, the attempt 
is being made to enoourage novloes who might hesitate to compete 
on equal terms with such pilots as Klemperer, Harth, and Roller, 
in order to give the beginner a chance, there axe a group of com- 
petitions limited to n soaring machines, n another group for gliders, 
whloh have not exceeded 60 seconds' duration in a single flight, 
and still another for "body-controlled" machines in whioh the pi- 
lot oontrols the balanoe only by swinging his feet forward and 
back and from side to side while he hangs below the wings. As a 
further Incentive to pilots, not reoruited from the ranks of those 
who were flying during the war, there are to be speoial awards for 
the best performances by pilots who do not hold a license to oper- 
ate a power-driven airplane. The prises to be awarded in tha 
Rhone valley total 173,000 marks ($590). 

It is 10 years sinoe a gliding competition has been held in 
the united states. "A secondary position in soaring no more be- 
fits the country of Wright, chanute, Langley, and Herring than it 
befits the oountries of uanillard and Lillienthal, and it is to be 



hoped that it will not continue to lag behind. At least one ^/.-3ei 
. of modern design is now under construction in America and will un- 
dergo its trials within a few weeks, and more should follow, in 
particular , it would be Interesting to see an American entrant 
starting from the puy de combegrasse or the wasserkuppe next Aug- 
ust, and competitions in soaring flight should also be held in the 
United states. Even though no Americans enter in the European 
meet 8 this summer, however, and it is feared that it is too late 
to prepare for that now, tourists interested in aeronautics should 
not fail to visit the scene of at least one of the events and -see 
the extent to which soaring flight has been carried. The Rhone 
district is not dif f ioult to reaoh, and the puy de combegrasse lies 
within 15 miles of Clermont-Ferrand, the metropolis of Auvergne ana 
formerly the site of an aviation camp where hundreds of Americans 
learned to fly during the war. 



